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AAAS Statement: EPA “Transparency Rule” Weakens the Use of Science in Policymaking 


“This Environmental Protection Agency so-called “transparency rule’ is not about transparency or 
strengthening science. EPA’s mission is to ‘protect human and environmental health,’ yet its 
current leadership has consistently ignored warnings from the scientific, medical and public health 
communities that this rule jeopardizes the agency’s ability to fulfill its mission. In following 
through with this flawed policy anyway, the EPA administrator is undermining the agency’s ability 
to use the best available science as it makes decisions. Even more alarming is that the agency is 
moving forward with this rule despite criticism and warnings from its own Scientific Advisory 
Board. Let’s call this rule what it 1s: a deliberate attempt to exclude scientific evidence from the 
policymaking process. It puts the EPA’s mission and our public health at risk. The current COVID- 
19 pandemic is showing us in real time the necessity of scientific expertise in decision-making.” 


— Sudip Parikh, chief executive officer, American Association for the Advancement of Science 
(AAAS) 
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The American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS) is the world’s largest general 
scientific society and publisher of the journal Science, as well as Science Translational Medicine; 
Science Signaling; a digital, open-access journal, Science Advances; Science Immunology; and 
Science Robotics. AAAS was founded in 1848 and includes nearly 250 affiliated societies and 
academies of science, serving 10 million individuals. Science has the largest paid circulation of 
any peer-reviewed general science journal in the world. The nonprofit AAAS is open to all and 
fulfills its mission to “advance science and serve society” through initiatives in science policy, 
international programs, science education, public engagement, and more. For additional 
information about AAAS, see www.aaas.org. 
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